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Taken from various chapters of Walden as noted after each quote. Each of these quotes can also be found as 
“arrowhead moments” in the game module for The Natural World.

1. “What is a course of history or philosophy, or poetry, no matter how well selected, or the best society, or the most 
admirable routine of life, compared with the discipline of looking always at what is to be seen?” (Sounds)

2. “Why do precisely these objects which we behold make a world? Why has man just these species of animals for his 
neighbors; as if nothing but a mouse could have filled this crevice?” (Brute Neighbors)

3. “It is remarkable how many creatures live wild and free though secret in the woods, and still sustain themselves in the 
neighborhood of towns, suspected by hunters only.” (Brute Neighbors)

4. “One day, I observed two large ants, the one red, the other much larger, nearly half an inch long, and black, fiercely 
contending with one another. Looking farther, I was surprised to find that the chips were covered with such combatants, 
that it was not a duellum, but a bellum, a war between two races of ants. It was the only battle which I have ever witnessed, 
the only battle-field I ever trod while the battle was raging; internecine war; the red republicans on the one hand, and the 
black imperialists on the other. On every side they were engaged in deadly combat, yet without any noise that I could hear, 
and human soldiers never fought so resolutely.” (Brute Neighbors)

5. “As I was desirous to recover the long lost bottom of Walden Pond, I surveyed it carefully, before the ice broke up, with 
compass and chain and sounding line. There have been many stories told about the bottom, or rather no bottom, of this 
pond, which certainly had no foundation for themselves. It is remarkable how long men will believe in the bottomlessness 
of a pond without taking the trouble to sound it.” (The Pond in Winter)

6. “If we knew all the laws of Nature, we should need only one fact, or the description of one actual phenomenon, to infer 
all the particular results at that point. Now we know only a few laws, and our result is vitiated, not, of course, by any 
confusion or irregularity in Nature, but by our ignorance of essential elements in the calculation.” (The Pond in Winter)

7. “The earth is not a mere fragment of dead history, stratum upon stratum like the leaves of a book, to be studied by 
geologists and antiquaries chiefly, but living poetry like the leaves of a tree, which precede flowers and fruit—not a fossil 
earth, but a living earth.” (Spring)

8. “We need the tonic of wildness—at the same time that we are earnest to explore and learn all things, we require that all 
things be mysterious and unexplorable, that land and sea be infinitely wild, unsurveyed and unfathomed by us because 
unfathomable. We can never have enough of nature.” (Spring)

9. “The phenomena of the year take place every day in a pond on a small scale. Every morning, generally speaking, the 
shallow water is being warmed more rapidly than the deep, though it may not be made so warm after all, and every 
evening it is being cooled more rapidly until the morning. The day is an epitome of the year. The night is the winter, the 
morning and evening are the spring and fall, and the noon is the summer.” (Spring)
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10. “I am on the alert for the first signs of spring, to hear the chance note of some arriving bird, or the striped squirrel’s chirp, 
for his stores must be now nearly exhausted, or see the woodchuck venture out of his winter quarters.” (Spring)

11. “The first sparrow of spring! The year beginning with younger hope than ever! The faint silvery warblings heard over the 
partially bare and moist fields from the bluebird, the song sparrow, and the red-wing, as if the last flakes of winter tinkled 
as they fell!” ( Spring)

12. “I heard a robin in the distance, the first I had heard for many a thousand years, methought, whose note I shall not forget 
for many a thousand more.” (Spring)

13. “The pitch pines and shrub oaks about my house, which had so long drooped, suddenly resumed their several characters, 
looked brighter, greener, and more erect and alive, as if effectually cleansed and restored by the rain.” (Spring)

14. “Early in May, the oaks, hickories, maples, and other trees, just putting out amidst the pine woods around the pond, 
imparted a brightness like sunshine to the landscape, especially in cloudy days, as if the sun were breaking through mists 
and shining faintly on the hillsides here and there.” (Spring)

15. “On the third or fourth of May I saw a loon in the pond, and during the first week of the month I heard the whip-poor-
will, the brown thrasher, the veery, the wood pewee, the chewink, and other birds.” (Spring)


